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Lawrence’s Center for Community Engagement and 
Social Change (CCE) has hosted Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day of Service events for many years. This year, they hope 
to make a meaningful change by asking students to pro-
pose ideas for service opportunities.
Students and student organizations are encouraged 
to propose ideas and lead events, rather than choose 
from options created solely by the CCE as in past years. 
The CCE is looking for proposals for both virtual and in-
person events that comply with Lawrence’s COVID-19 
safety guidelines so that all students can find a way to be 
involved.
Senior Papo Morales, Resource Outreach Manager of 
the CCE, came up with the idea for the new format and is 
leading planning efforts for the day. 
“This year, we really wanted to center it around student 
initiatives,” Morales said. “... So, how it works is students 
will come to us and say, ‘Hey, I want to have this event 
on MLK day,’ and we will work with them to make sure 
the event is provided with materials, scheduled properly 
[and] run properly ... Students are going to be the ones 
who are providing the content of the day, and the CCE will 
provide the logistics.”
In order to propose an event, students only need to de-
scribe it, decide if it will be virtual or in-person, request 
materials and explain why they feel the event is appropri-
ate for MLK Jr. Day. Proposals are due by the end of the 
term. They will then be addressed and further planned 
with assistance from the CCE and its partners over winter 
break.
“We’re not looking for the most creative events or the 
most clever,” Morales said. “We’re looking for events that 
students are really passionate about and that they feel 
work with MLK Day.”
This change comes with the struggles presented by 
COVID-19 to host safe community events with Appleton 
partners. However, Morales hopes that this new format 
will encourage students to think differently about the 
ways they can make an impact this MLK Jr. Day, espe-
cially given that there are fewer opportunities for safe 
community engagement at this time. 
“I think this year, we’re trying to foster the spirit of so-
cial change,” he said. “It’s a powerful day for many people; 
it’s a powerful day for people of color on campus. I really 
wanted to embrace it and really take it there.”
Beyond that, the change allows for students to have 
more involvement in planning and leading service events 
on campus. 
“We want to make sure that students have a day that 
they themselves want to see happen, and that we don’t 
assume what they need, especially in the racial climate 
we’re in now,” Morales said. “I think that, as the world has 
its ebbs and flows, Lawrence students should be a strong 
factor in the sorts of events that they want to see on this 
day. We always say it’s a ‘day on,’ but Lawrence students 
should really get to choose what that day on looks like.”
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CCE shifts control of MLK Jr. Day 
of Service to student organizers for 
2021
Last year’s on-campus MLK Jr. Day of Service included a community celebration with music 
and speeches in addition to service opportunities throughout the day.




To celebrate Native American Heri-
tage Month, the Lawrence Univer-
sity Native Americans Organization 
(LUNA) worked with the Diversity 
and Intercultural Center (DNIC) and 
Student Organization for University 
Programming (SOUP)  to put on a 
virtual event on Nov. 12 — a dialogue 
open to students, faculty and staff 
about Indigeneity. 
President of LUNA, junior Jessica 
Hopkins, played a major role in plan-
ning the event. Her main goal for the 
event was to create discussions on In-
digenous culture and struggles.
“It’s about being a Native student 
on-campus and in larger America and 
the different stigmas that we have to 
deal with,” Hopkins said. “It is about 
building relationships between not 
just white students, but other minor-
ity students to build that bridge of 
shared experience through being at 
Lawrence. We are trying to build a 
better community for future Native 
students.”
The event started with a Kahoot 
game, then the dialogue facilitators 
were introduced. From there, partici-
pants were split into breakout rooms 
for discussions that lasted 15 - 20 min-
utes.
In these breakout rooms, students 
were asked these questions: What are 
your experiences or preconceived no-
tions about Indigeneity? What knowl-
edge or experience do you have with 
Indigenous culture, history or fairs? 
What brought you to this event today, 
and what does Indigeneity mean to 
you?
After discussing the questions, the 
participants were brought out of the 
breakout rooms and shown two videos 
published by the Teen Vogue YouTube 
channel: “Six  Misconceptions About 
Native American People” and “Native 
American Girls Describe the REAL 
History Behind Thanksgiving.” 
These videos were shown as edu-
cational tools for awareness and to in-
spire dialoguesduring the event. Pro-
gram coordinator for the DNIC and 
co-president of CODA, sophomore 
Malcolm Davis, was part of the plan-
ning team for the virtual event. He be-
lieves these videos were important to 
remind people to educate themselves 
and understand the history of Indig-
enous cultures. 
“After watching the videos, I 
thought about how what being Indig-
enous means to each person is im-
portant to show the struggles we each 
have in common,” Davis said. “It’s im-
portant because I think the Lawrence 
community could be more educated 
about Indigenous culture and Native 
American history in general, being 
that our campus is on the Menominee 
Nation. There needs to be more recog-
nition.” 
After being shown the videos, par-
ticipants then went back into breakout 
rooms to discuss another set of ques-
tions: How did the videos make you 
feel? Were any of your previous ideas 
changed, challenged or validated? 
Have the discussions today changed 
how you will think or act beyond to-
day?
Participants were then brought out 
of the breakout rooms, and the event 
wrapped up with a video provided by 
the Bear Clan Singers and Dancers. 
Further speaking on the impor-
tance of the event, Hopkins explained 
that this was the main event Lawrence 
put on for Native American Heritage 
Month, and through this event, LUNA 
wants to further recognition for the 
organization and continue to grow 
awareness of Indigenous cultures and 
struggles. 
“We want to bring awareness to 
things that are going on in the Indig-
enous community as well as what’s 
going on with students on campus,” 
Hopkins said. “It’s really hard being a 
minority student, but it’s even harder 
as an Indigenous student because we 
deal with covered up history [and] his-
torical trauma, and then you come to 
a campus that doesn’t really acknowl-
edge you. This event is important 
to build community for Indigenous 
people and allies to foster communi-
cation and to build support between 
students, faculty and staff.” 
In addition to this virtual event, 
outside of Native American Heritage 
Month, LUNA is an active organiza-
tion that works year-round to further 
this building of community. They meet 
every week on Tuesdays as a support 
group for Native American students 
and as a place for allies to learn more 
about Native American students, cul-
tures and issues. 
Further emphasizing the group’s 
efforts, Hopkins explained that, in ad-
dition to this one event, further edu-
cation and awareness is wanted and 
necessary for people to understand 
the importance of Indigeneity. 
“How many conversations have we 
had about Indigeneity since we paint-
ed the mural? How many speakers of 
Native American heritage have we had 
on-campus?... How many people actu-
ally know what Thanksgiving is and 
what it means for Native American 
students?...”
Hopkins continued, “Students of 
Lawrence, celebrate Indigeneity ev-
ery day. You don’t have to be Native 
to celebrate Indigeneity; you can sup-
port Native voices and educate and 
research Native American issues that 
are going on right now.” Hopkins 
further said, “So much is going on 
right now, with coronavirus affecting 
Native Sovereignty, affecting tribal 
health; there’s so many issues that a 
lot of people don’t know about. Keep 
educating yourself because you can be 




Lawrence celebrates Native American Heritage 
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The COVID-19 pandemic has required many 
music ensembles to make new adjustments to 
their rehearsal and performance practices this 
term. The pandemic has presented new chal-
lenges for making music together and connect-
ing with others. However, the choral department 
at Lawrence is working to keep the music and 
connection alive.
At Lawrence, one of these ensembles is the 
Viking Chorale, directed by Stephen Sieck, co-
director of choral studies and associate professor 
of music. Any Lawrentian interested in singing is 
welcome to join. This term, it is comprised of 43 
Lawrence students. 
Sieck said that over the summer, he and Philip 
Swan, co-director of choral studies and associate 
professor of music, were discussing the needs of 
students for Fall Term and how Lawrence could 
provide the best community experience under 
the given circumstances. Sieck believes that 
choir is a community experience, but because 
of the pandemic, things could not be done in a 
normal way. Sieck said that Swan emphasized 
that it would be beneficial to reach outward. He 
thought that the Lawrence choral community 
should work with others who were isolated in the 
Appleton community. 
As a result, the Viking Chorale has 
been working with middle school stu-
dents from all across Appleton to create 
a virtual choral concert. Jaclyn Kott-
man, choir director at Einstein Middle 
School, is heading the middle school 
involvement. Altogether, approximately 
950 middle schoolers from all over Ap-
pleton will be participating. 
 According to Sieck, the stu-
dents will be recording their own parts 
to Moira Smiley’s “Stand in That River.” 
This song was chosen because it uses 
metaphors to speak about feeling alone. 
Sieck explained how singing provides 
an outlet for feelings of grief and worry 
when these feelings are difficult to put in 
words. 
“We sing when we don’t have words 
for what we’re feeling,” Sieck said. “We 
sing when we have so much grief or wor-
ry that the only way to express it is with 
our voices.”
Sieck stated that the hardest part about this 
being a virtual project has been mixing the indi-
vidual parts from each singer together and mak-
ing it sound like a choir. However, he also stated 
that he enjoyed being able to hear each individu-
al singer, something that is much harder to do in 
in-person choir. 
The switch to virtual choir has created new 
roles for students as well as the directors. Soph-
omore Maggie Walker is a member of Viking 
Chorale and is the middle school liaison for this 
project. Walker took on this position in an ef-
fort to make more personal connections with the 
middle schoolers involved in the project. Walker 
wants to be a middle school teacher after college, 
so this was the perfect opportunity to gain expe-
rience working with the age group. 
 “The goal is to make these connec-
tions and spread joy through music,” Walker ex-
plained.
Viking Chorale collaborates 
with Appleton schools
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ACTIVE CASES: TOTAL POSITIVE 
CASES:
Total LU tests: 
5,664
Total Appleton tests: 
27,534
Active LU cases: 
8
Active Appleton cases: 
775
Total LU cases: 
52
Total Appleton cases: 
4,069
*data reported as of Nov.11
YELLOW 
L I G H T
We are in: Limited cases on-campus; 
widespread transmisison off-
campus
Isolation and quarantine 
spaces available
In-person classes and activities continue, non-
essential employees on campus are reduced and 
testing increases.
The entrance to Sampson House, home of the president’s office.
Photo by Sebastian Evans.
Associate Professor of Music Stephen Sieck conducts Viking Chorlae in a November 2019 concert. 




Do you have questions about any new developments on campus? Do you think The Lawrentian should be covering any specific event?
Let us know!




This column seeks to cover signifi-
cant current events in the sporting 
world as it navigates the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic.
College football provided plenty 
of memorable games and even more 
memorable upsets this past week, 
while several streaks came to a close. 
Most notable of these, of course, was 
top-ranked Clemson (7-1) falling to 
fourth-ranked Notre Dame (7-0) in 
a thriller. In this last article of the 
term, we will take a look at some of 
the most notable games while making 
predictions for the end of the sea-
son. 
Starting off is the game previous-
ly mentioned in which Clemson lost 
to Notre Dame in a double-overtime 
thriller, 47-40. This game started off 
for Clemson in a similar manner to 
their game against Boston College the 
week prior. In that game, Clemson 
went down 28-13 at the end of the first 
half before storming back. Against 
Notre Dame, the Tigers fell down 
23-10 in the first half before they 
fought back, taking the lead 33-26 late 
in the fourth quarter. 
Clemson’s offense looked out of 
sync for much of the game thanks to 
several factors including the absence 
of top quarterback Trevor Lawrence 
who was out due to COVID-19 pro-
tocol. However, the Notre Dame 
defense should be given their credit, 
as they managed to hold star running 
back Travis Etienne to 28 yards on 18 
carries. Credit to the offense of the 
Fighting Irish as well, as down late 
in the game, quarterback Ian Book 
showed experience and poise as he 
marched his team down the field and 
tied the game in the waning seconds. 
The teams then traded scores in the 
first overtime before Notre Dame 
scored in the second overtime and 
stopped a fourth-and-24 attempt by 
Clemson, sealing their victory. This 
victory snapped several streaks for 
Clemson who will now try to rebound 
after this loss.
With number two Alabama off on 
a bye this week, the next highest team 
to play was third-ranked Ohio State 
(3-0), who defeated an overmatched 
Rutgers team that fell to 1-2 after los-
ing the game 49-27. The score appears 
closer than the game actually was, as 
heading into the fourth quarter Ohio 
State commanded a 42-9 lead over 
the Scarlet Knights. Elsewhere in the 
Big 10 East, Maryland (2-1) defeated a 
hapless Penn State team, 35-19. Penn 
State is now 0-3 for the first time since 
2001, and Maryland is now poised for 
a showdown with the Buckeyes this 
coming Saturday in their toughest test 
of the season.
Florida (4-1) now controls its des-
tiny in the Southeastern Conference 
(SEC) East after defeating fifth-
ranked Georgia (4-2) soundly, win-
ning 44-28. Georgia’s defense could 
not stop the dynamic Kyle Trask, 
who torched the Bulldogs defense for 
474 passing yards and four passing 
touchdowns. Georgia has now lost 
two games where teams scored over 
40 points on them. Georgia, who was 
hoping to make it back to the playoffs, 
may now be out of playoff contention 
unless some miracles happen in the 
SEC. This is wholly possible as well, 
due in part to the weird year we find 
ourselves in.
The final game which we will 
review is Michigan’s ugly loss to 
division rival, Indiana, 38-21. The 
Wolverines, who fall below .500 
in November for the first time in 
several years, fell apart against an 
Indiana team that is 3-0 after beating 
Michigan for the first time since 1987, 
a streak of 24 consecutive games. 
Indiana is now tied with Ohio State at 
the top of the Big 10 East standings, a 
feat that many predicted to be done by 
Michigan and Penn State, who have 
now both lost to the Hoosiers and sit 
at the bottom of the rankings.
The big prize at the end of 
every college football season is, of 
course, the College Football National 
Championship. However, ever since 
2014, teams have had to win the col-
lege football playoff to reach that cov-
eted prize. According to the Allstate 
playoff predictor, which updated its 
predictions after the games last week, 
the two teams with the best chanc-
es to get in are top-ranked Alabama 
and third-ranked Ohio State with a 
90 percent and 74 percent chance, 
respectively. No one else has more 
than a 50 percent chance to make it, 
with second-ranked Notre Dame at 
a 46 percent chance while Clemson 
is a percent behind. Despite these 
predictions, there are several teams 
that could make it if they were to win 
out outside of these four, including 
Wisconsin, Cincinnati and Brigham 
Young University, along with the win-
ner of the Pac-12. 
My personal predictions for the 
playoff, which is based off of the whol-
ly unscientific method of a mixture 
of the eye test and personal hopes 
and dreams, are for the four teams 
that make the playoffs to be Alabama, 
Ohio State, Clemson and Cincinnati 
in that order. My personal reasons for 
this reflect how dominant the teams 
have been — everyone but Clemson 
have all won convincingly in every 
game — as well as assumptions about 
what will happen during conference 
championship weeks. Clemson makes 
the list since they will likely face Notre 
Dame again for the Atlantic Coast 
Conference (ACC) championship, and 
a healthy Clemson team on a neutral 
field will probably win that game in 
my opinion. 
Look for Alabama to stumble 
quickly against Cincinnati before 
coming back to win while Ohio State 
finally defeats its demon in orange 
against Clemson, leading to a rematch 
of the 2014 national semifinals in 
which both teams score early and 
often. While it is hard to argue against 
Alabama’s dominance, look for Ohio 
State to get the edge in a close match-
up and take the victory in Ryan Day’s 
second year leading the Buckeyes.
Sports in this Day and Age: Number one goes 




Chicago Cubs' legend Sammy Sosa.
Photo by Jerry Coli.
This column seeks to profile 
important events in the history of 
sports.
As baseball fans are painfully 
aware, the Chicago Cubs do not have 
too many seasons in their long history 
to be proud of. Their World Series 
win in 2016 was their first since 1907 
— a record championship drought 
that will probably outlast the sport of 
baseball itself. Such a history allows 
the fans to appreciate the smaller vic-
tories, though, as the Cubs happily did 
with right fielder Sammy Sosa. 
On Wednesday of this week in 
1968, Samuel Peralta Sosa was born 
in the Dominican Republic, in a small 
community that had no title. It was 
so small, in fact, that its only defining 
characteristic was its status as a batey, 
a settlement built around a sugar mill. 
Sosa’s early life was an impoverished 
one. His situation was worsened by 
his father’s death, and it forced him to 
begin working odd jobs at seven years 
old to support his family while they 
lived in an abandoned hospital. 
His career in baseball began in 
his early teens, playing in local leagues 
close to home. Not able to afford any 
gear of his own, Sosa’s creativity kept 
him involved in the sport. He prac-
ticed with a mitt made from milk car-
tons, a large stick for a bat and a pair 
of rolled socks in place of a baseball. 
His effort must have been worthwhile 
— the Philadelphia Phillies somehow 
scouted him and went out of their way 
to negotiate a contract. Their efforts 
were in vain, though, as Sosa was 15 
years old, only one year shy of the 
MLB’s age requirement. 
After a year more of local play, 
Sosa tried working out at the Toronto 
Blue Jays’ camp, and he was scouted 
again by the American League’s Texas 
Rangers who signed him very soon 
after. However, his true skill did not 
show itself until a few years of Major 
League play. After moving up to the 
Rangers’ big-league team in ‘89, he 
was traded twice, as he suffered with 
consistent play at bat and lacked the 
baseball intelligence to play the bases 
well. 
He was moved to the Chicago 
White Sox after just a month with the 
Rangers and had three years with the 
Sox. His tenure on the Sox was not 
great either, as his first season saw 
Sosa with 150 strikeouts, which was 
fourth-most in the league that year. 
The year 1992 saw Sosa leaving the 
White Sox for their hometown nem-
esis: the Chicago Cubs.
The Cubs' years were by far the 
greatest for Sosa. Starting in 1993, 
he began making Cubs' history. He 
ended the season with 33 home runs 
as well as 38 stolen bases, which not 
only showed Sosa’s improving speed 
and game knowledge but also made 
Sosa the first Cubs' player in history to 
enter the “30-30 Club” — 30 homers 
and stolen bases in the same year. In 
’95, Sosa was inducted into the first of 
many All-Star teams, having amassed 
36 home runs, 119 RBIs and a batting 
average of .268 in 144 games. In fact, 
his only unexpected slump came in 
’97, where Sosa would lead the league 
in strikeouts with 174. 
From 1998 until he began to age 
out of the game, Sosa would have his 
biggest years yet. In ’98, he actually 
led the league in both runs batted in 
(RBI) and runs scored, as well as gar-
nering career highs in batting average 
(.308) and slugging percentage (.647). 
In this same year, Sosa came close 
to a league record as well — he had 
reached a total of 416 bases, which 
was only 13 off from the previous 
record holder from 1948. In addition, 
1998 is when Sosa would begin his 
multi-year All-Star string, earning a 
spot on the team from ’98 to ’02 con-
secutively. 
The year 2001 would define 
Sosa’s rocket-arm image. He not only 
set personal records for almost every 
stat possible but also ended the year 
with 64 home runs. Incredible in its 
own right, what is so important about 
that metric is that he had put up 66 in 
1998 and 63 in 1999. This would make 
Sosa the first player in history to ever 
hit 60-plus home runs three times in 
his career. 
Sammy Sosa’s career was one of 
struggle and triumph. His own per-
sonal problems got in the way of his 
play as well as his image. He had been 
ejected from a game in 2003 after 
being discovered using a corked bat, 
and he appeared on a list of positive 
steroid tests the league had taken. 
Although his issues may have dam-
aged his reputation, there is no deny-
ing the raw talent that Sosa brought 
to Chicago.
This Week in Sports His-
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Little Prince and Princess
By Celeste Reyes
Recently, I have been grow-
ing an extremely hearty, yet expen-
sive, affinity for trousers dated pre-
2000s. What does this even mean? 
Excellent question. Whilst watching 
this man on the popular, vivacious 
and apparently controversial app, 
TikTok, I fell in love with trousers. 
This man makes videos to the same 
audio every time, showing off his 
stellar outfits. One thing remains 
true throughout every video: I seem 
to love the ones with trousers. He 
will display outfits as if he had 
jumped out of a time machine — a 
lengthy, sunburnt orange, leather 
duster with a bathroom tile, faded-
shamrock, pair of green trousers 
and a white, orange and red striped 
shirt! Ooh, La La! Whether you are 
this man on TikTok, Harry Styles or 
some businessman from the ‘80s, 
you definitely know the world of 
trousers all too well, and if you are 
not, well, let us crack open the trou-
sers egg! 
Now, my name is Kelly and 
not Miriam Webster, but it seems 
as if there has been some distaste-
ful ambiguity in how we categorize 
pants. If you had asked me a couple 
of years ago what trousers were, I 
probably would have uttered some-
thing along the lines of “Uh ... British 
pants?” However, 18-year-old me 
would have been wrong and simply 
foolish! Connotatively, yes, trousers 
seem to be synonymous with pants. 
Does this beg the argument of: is 
a hot dog a sandwich? Are skirts 
trousers? Are you saying no? This is 
where my passion, wordiness and, 
at times, flare — Get it? — of my 
thoughts about trousers stem from 
I dipped my little toes into the 
theoretical trouser pool back in the 
summer of ‘19. These trousers would 
have been personally? trousernally! 
insulted if you referred to them as 
plain “pants.” These pants eclipse 
formality and can be paired with any 
outfit. I bought these from a store 
based in Los Angeles named Big 
Bud Press. These leg-huggers have 
pleats at the top that give them an 
extra umpf of sophisticated-ness. Or 
maybe I am just trying to justify the 
price to myself, whatever it is. They 
are not as fitted as jeans or as baggy 
as cargo pants. These hug very tight 
around the waist and loose down to 
the feet. So, thusly, these cannot just 
be scooped into the category of lame, 
old pants! 
There is a certain je ne sais 
quoi that comes with “Ah, I’m just 
gonna throw on my pants,” versus 
“I’m just gonna throw on my trou-
sers!” Trousers just sound cooler. 
However, I cannot get past the fact 
that they sound so British. I assume 
some British guy was like, “Man, 
I hate these pants. I do like trou-
sers, though!” and boom, that was 
that. After some, not-so-intense, 
research — a simple 5-second Google 
search — on Reddit, it turns out 
that British people, in fact, use the 
word pants! It’s short for panta-
loons, and that makes a whole lot 
more sense than some British person 
randomly generating the word trou-
sers. Apparently, to the very reliable 
source of Reddit, trousers are more 
of a slacks type of deal. 
Each type of “pants,” and I use 
that word lightly, seem to give off 
different signals. Do you not believe 
me? Imagine you walk into your 
house after an excruciatingly irritat-
ing day at work, and you see your 
significant other in a kilt. You are on 
a roller coaster, and the person in 
front of you is wearing a tuxedo with 
dress pants. You are at the roller-
rink and some man — who is not 
Santa — is wearing insanely large 
Santa Claus pants. I suppose the 
point of this seemingly passionate 
pants, article is that the pants are 
important, but it is more important 
to explore what pants have to offer 
us. Need to do some yoga or can-
not seem to get yourself to put on 
jeans? Leggings. Wanna be a cowboy 
for Halloween? Jeans. Need to get 
famous on Tik Tok and have people 
write articles about you? Trousers! 
The world of pants is a crazy, beauti-
ful, and bewitching sphere, it is time 
to explore it! 
Transcendent Threads
By Kelly Foy
I thought a thought once, and I 
did not know what to do with it. So, I 
put it away — hid it away for a rainy 
day. But that rainy day never came 
— as if, as soon as I had a plan for 
a day full of clouds and raindrops, 
the skies were no longer interested 
in such a spectacle. So, the thought 
stayed tucked away.
My thought did not gather dust, 
though, for I continuously brought 
it out and looked at it. I would twist 
and turn it in my palms, molding its 
potential into so many different pos-
sibilities. But then I saw that the sun 
was still shining, and I hid it away. It 
still was not a rainy day.
I thought a thought that one 
day, and I kept it away for a rainy 
day — the rainy day that refused to 
come. When I woke up each morn-
ing, before even rubbing the sleep 
from my eyes, I would take out my 
thought and hold it gently, allowing 
it to take a deep breath and see the 
world. And then I would check the 
sky and inevitably tuck it away.
What does one do with a 
thought when the skies are open, 
and the sun is so radiant? What does 
one do with a thought when there is 
so much to be done, so much to see? 
My thought stayed in my pocket, 
waiting for its time.
And then the day finally came.
The clouds burst open, pouring 
forth a flood of raindrops. Thunder 
clapped, and lightning flashed; the 
sky was finally alive. So, on this rainy 
day, I took out my thought and held 
it in my palms just as before. But 
instead of tucking it away, I let it 
out to stay.
My thought skittered to the 
window, watching the sky’s perfor-
mance. It reached out to the win-
dow, pressing itself against the cool 
glass and letting its breath steam up 
the window. That thought I thought 
breathed a sigh of relief, grateful to 
be away from my pocket lint and 
actually seeing the world.
I thought a thought once, and I 
had finally let it come out to play. It 
almost didn’t know what to do with 
itself now that it was out. Was this 
the time to splash in the puddles? 
Write a novel? Start a puzzle? What 
does one do with a thought when 
they finally set it free?
My thought looked back at me, 
as if it was thinking the same thing. 
Then, it quickly turned back to the 
window, watching its reflection in 
the pane. I stood beside my thought 
and held out my hand gently.
I thought a thought once, and 
it was time to let it be free. My 
thought tentatively held my hand. 
After a moment, my thought let go 
and began to dance, filling the room 
with its movement. Once my thought 
started dancing, it was as if it had 
gathered an audience of thoughts, 
ready to twirl around the room.
My thoughts pranced around 
the room, spinning and stomping 
to some unheard beat. Occasionally, 
one thought would crash into anoth-
er, but, rather than be upset, they 
would simply dance faster and find 
more thoughts to join them in their 
accelerated tempo. 
I watched my thoughts in awe, 
curious about their many connec-
tions and the way they would weave 
amongst each other. It was a blur of 





Frank Wilson’s eyes blink open 
three minutes before his alarm. 
Enough time on the submarine had 
trained him to sleep in six-hour shifts 
almost exactly, despite how deep he 
normally sleeps. He yawns, shuffling 
out of his bunk until his feet hit the 
ground. He expects to see the usual 
— someone asleep across the way, 
someone reading a book in soft lamp-
light. Instead, he finds himself alone.
 Must be in the Mess, 
Frank thinks. Dressing quickly, he 
makes his way down the hall. Most 
mealtimes, the sounds of clinking 
and pleasant chatter filter from the 
Crew’s Mess into the rest of the boat, 
along with the ever-present smell of 
coffee. Frank finds none of the sort 
as he walks into an empty Mess, lit 
up by only red emergency lights. It’s 
silent, save for the rhythmic, staticky 
sounds from the record player in the 
corner, long past finished playing. 
As he moves to turn it off, Frank 
notices trays still left on the tables 
with unfinished food. The table near-
est him has a splatter of some dark 
juice left on the surface. Frank leans 
in, trying to get a closer look, when 
someone calls, “Wilson?”
Frank jumps, almost knocking 
over a half-empty glass of water. 
He squints at the doorway across 
the room. “Jesus, Benny,” he laughs 
shakily once he recognizes his crew-
mate. “Nearly scared me to death. 
Where is everyone? What’s going 
on?”
“I woke up not long ago. No one 
else was out here,” Benny says. He 
tilts his head when Frank lets out a 
groan of frustration. 
“Must’ve run into another sub 
or something,” Frank guesses. “I 
can’t believe we both slept through 
the alarm. I bet everyone else is 
already at battle stations. You should 
head to the back, see if they need help 
with the engine.”
Benny nods, turning stiffly on 
his heel and leaving. Frank makes to 
go after him, but he catches some-
thing out of the corner of his eye 
that stops him. A pool of dark liq-
uid seeps beneath the door to the 
kitchen. Kneeling, Frank swipes a 
finger through it and brings it to his 
nose, catching a whiff of something 
metallic.
He stumbles away as the real-
ization hits him. It’s everywhere 
he looks now, stains and splatters 
that seem black in the red light. 
Trembling, he reaches for the kitchen 
doorknob before thinking better of it. 
Instead, he half-jogs to 
Command, poking his head into 
rooms on the way, bathed in the 
same dull, red, blinking light. Each 
empty room only serves to quicken 
the thudding beats of his heart. Part 
of him wants to call out, see if there’s 
someone else, anyone else there, but 
he cannot escape the feeling that he 
should not let himself be found first.
The door to Command is shut 
when he gets there. Frank hears a 
soft voice on the other side as he 
draws closer. “Mayday, Mayday, 
Mayday.”
Frank knocks and the voice 
immediately stops. “It’s Wilson, 
Frank Wilson,” he says, soft but 
urgent. “Open up.”
“Like hell,” the person says, and 
Frank blinks.
“Benny?” He asks. “How’d you 
get over here before me?”
“No way,” Benny says, “I’m not 
buying it. Who are you gonna be 
next? The Captain? Me?”
Scowling, Frank slams his fist 
on the door. “What are you even 
talking—”
“Wilson?”
Frank turns around slowly, ice 
creeping into his veins. “Hi, Benny,” 
he says, staring wide-eyed at a crew-
mate he could have sworn was on the 
other side of the door. “I thought you 
were down by the engines.”
Up close, Frank starts to notice 
something not quite right about this 
Benny’s appearance. One eye droops 
a bit lower than the other. His fin-
gers, where they twitch by his side, 
are bent at strange angles. “It’s empty 
there,” Not-Benny says. Frank’s gaze 
flits to the bottom of Not-Benny’s 
pants, which are splattered with dark 
stains. “We should return to the sur-
face, Wilson.”
Frank can hear the real Benny 
swear softly behind him. And, judg-
ing by the way his impersonator tilts 
its head, it can hear it too. The crea-
ture begins stalking towards him, 
and Frank spins around, pounding 
on the door. 
“Benny, man, please, you gotta 
let me in there. Please, Benny,” 
Frank begs. He barely has time to 
react when hands wrap around his 
neck, twisting it until it snaps. 
Beneath the Surface
By Rachel Robrecht
Let’s make a cost-benefit analy-
sis. So, you’re telling me that I can 
spend an entire life for the benefit 
of making meaningfully meaningless 
perceived artisanal products? I won’t 
lie, I like the sound of that. I am 
fairly self-absorbitant, so it’s hard 
for me to enjoy anything that doesn’t 
fulfill my niche-requisites. I’ve even 
had to restructure my self-marketing 
to have a large supply of narrow pas-
sion for a low demand of f*cks given. 
I mean absolutely no disrespect but 
just to quibble. 
I think we need to compare the 
potential appreciation of being an 
ass just to donkey kick a foal while 
it’s down versus being an ass for 
its self-awareness. Some things no 
one is asking for, so you shouldn’t 
sell them. That’s a pretty basic piece 
of business advice. You are liable 
for selling defective products. The 
defense that those products were 
sold legally in the past is not a 
defense for selling them. That will 
not hold up in court, sadly. There is 
no recompense for it. 
Leaving things in the past. 
Interesting concept. You are free to 
live outside of society, you know. But 
you did sign in on the contract. You 
are a part of this. Grave robbing is 
an interesting pyramid scheme, but 
it also won’t hold up in court. Calling 
grave robbing archival work will not 
hold up in court either. Have it how 
you like it, though. Nobody buys 
your snake oil anyways. Lather it on 
yourself, you ran out of lube anyhow. 
Just don’t try and sell it to me or 
anyone else. 
Ok, that’s all and breaking 
even. Look now, it’s a broken busi-
ness model, I know, but it’s not nec-
essarily illegal. We all know there’s 
nothing natural about a natural 
history museum. There’s nothing 
more deadbeat than a ‘living his-
tory’ demonstration. That’s essen-
tial serpentry too, there’s nothing as 
unnatural and undead as these. If 
our friend there wants to wave their 
hands around, invoke the undead 
and call it a show, that’s their right, 
but nothing’s gonna happen. That’s 
really the key, nothing’s gonna hap-
pen and no one’s watching, so shut 
your mouth with your wolf-crying 
and your thumb sucking and your 
pants. 
Also, you in the pants, you do 
know about diversification right? 
Like, even though they’re losing 
and losing and losing, you have so 
much more to gain than lose from 
watching. Challenge yourself once 
in a blood moon — better yet, pinch 
yourself when Mercury is in retro-
grade. They are testing all the waters, 
ones under bridges you would never 
cross. There’s such a freedom in an 
interesting crash, there’s continuing 
interest to collect. The more you lose 
the more you gain. If you want to sell 
the same boring commodities every 
day, have yourself a nice, boring life, 
friendo, I’ll spend my time with the 
broken Wiccomrade. Dynamism and 
dynamics are the way forward, but 
they need dying failures on their last 
dime and that’s where the precipice 
is. 
Can you feel it? Trickling 
down? I’ve always loved the smell 
on a cold day after a nice rain. It 
makes me feel alive enough to let 
live. People are gonna fail to punch 
up into the clouds or down to hell, 
so stop pissing on them from higher 
ground, they aren’t even search-
ing for it. They’re already tsunami-
pissing themselves to and fro. No 
one’s watching and morbid curiosity 
comes from within not from with-
out. Taking out loans for your new 
restaurant. Nothing burgers is a dish 
best served cold. 
Avant-gardenomics
By Willem Villerius
confusion, but it was a beautiful 
blur. As I watched, I noticed one 
thought — my original thought 
from that one day — sitting by 
itself in the corner.
Just as gentle as I had been 
before, I approached it and sat 
next to it. The thought contin-
ued to watch the others dance 
and spin, saying nothing and sit-
ting still. As I opened my mouth 
to speak, though, the thought 
turned to me and grasped my 
arm, clinging onto it as if for 
life itself.
As soon as the thought 
touched me, all the others dis-
appeared. There was no move-
ment, no dancing, no beat. I 
stared in horror at the thought 
as I was forced to think. The rain 
slammed against the window and 
the thunder rolled, but I was con-
sumed by my thought.
Where was the sun? Why 
could I not tuck this thought 
away? Was this really the thought 
I had held so lovingly each morn-
ing? 
As these questions flooded 
my mind, attempting to blot out 
this one thought, the thought 
tightened its grip so as to remain 
my focus. It leaned in close, its 
breath hot on my ear, and whis-
pered that haunting thought: 
“It’s your fault.”
I thought a thought once, 
and I had finally let it out to play. 
Little did I know that there were 
so many thoughts hidden away, 
fighting for their time to be seen, 
to be heard, to be thought. Little 
did I know how powerful my 
thoughts could be.
I thought a thought once 
and vowed to keep it tucked away 
for the rest of my days.
I thought a 
thought.
continued from page 4
THE LAWRENTIAN
6 FEATURES November 13, 2020
Senior roommates Juan Rivera, Jailene Rodriguez, Angela Caraballo and Kye Harris.
The Sustainability Section
Fall Photo Feature: Appleton 




 The Sustainability Steering Committee is a 
group on campus that is devoted to creating 
more sustainable practices at Lawrence. This 
column highlights some of their recent initia-
tives in order to educate students on sustainable 
options and plans available to them.
 The Sustainability Steering Committee 
is wrapping up its initiatives for this term but is 
looking forward into next term to continue to 
address positive, sustainable changes that can be 
implemented at Lawrence. 
 Ultimately, the group’s long-term goal 
is to transform Lawrence into a zero-waste 
campus, but there are many steps that need to 
be taken in order to get there. However, there 
are small tangible things that students can do to 
help the university get to that point. Sophomore 
Adya Kadambari, a student on the Sustainability 
Steering Committee, spoke about campus waste 
and plastic bags in particular, “Plastic bags used 
to not be allowed in the Commons until COVID 
[…] but now, when you swipe in, you just get 
handed a plastic bag and The Café just has them 
sitting out. Now we just have paper bags with 
handles, but by next term, we shouldn’t be hav-
ing any of those on campus.” 
 Kadambari has been working with 
Lawrence University Community Council (LUCC) 
and the Sustainability Steering Committee to 
phase out single-use bags on campus so that, 
by the beginning of Winter Term, students will 
be required to provide their own bags should 
they want one. Kadambari said, “It may be dif-
ficult, but we were living way too conveniently 
by being allowed to take a new bag every time.” 
Additionally, Kadambari encourages students to 
use the clamshells that have been reintroduced 
in the Commons. Additionally, to remind stu-
dents to provide their own bags, the Sustainable 
Steering Committee is working to get lawn signs 
to put up around Warch that prompt students to 
bring reusable bags and clamshells. 
 In discussing sustainability on cam-
pus, Kadambari said, “I care about being sus-
tainable and changing the mindset that we all 
have where we consume so much and treat so 
many items in our life as single-use. We should 
never do that. We need to start being more 
aware of what we consume. People don’t want 
to change their behavior because it’s going to 
be hard, but we are living too easy now, and any 
change is going to be hard, but it’s necessary. I 
want to create some type of habit in the students 
of Lawrence that for some people would last 
forever.”
 Going into the rest of the year, students 
should also look for new bike racks and a bike 
repair station around campus in Spring Term. 
These are being implemented as an incentive for 
students to use more sustainable forms of trans-
portation rather than vehicles. Additionally, the 
Sustainability Steering Committee is working 
with on-campus clubs like Sustainable Lawrence 
University Gardens (SLUG) and GreenFire to 
incorporate composting more thoroughly on 
campus. 
 While the pandemic has forced many 
people to be less sustainable than they would 
like to be, Kadambari suggested that people 
turn to other places in their lives where more 
sustainable practices can be implemented. “Take 
this opportunity to look at other practices that 
aren’t necessarily COVID-related but are just so 
regular that we don’t even question them.” One 
example she suggested was looking at clothing. 
“People should start looking at where they buy 
clothes; people should look into thrifting clothes 
if buying is something that they want to do at all. 
Just start channeling that whole ‘things aren’t 
single-use’ mentality.”
 While Lawrence is looking to be a 
zero-waste campus, the final goal is far away 
at this point. However, it’s not all hopeless. 
Kadambari said, “The Committee thinks of 
Lawrence as a smaller, more manageable com-
munity that we can be more accountable for.” 
Students can help reach this goal by making 
small personal changes and joining organiza-
tions like the Sustainable Steering Committee. 
The Committee is looking for more students to 
join, as student involvement is integral to mak-
ing change.  
 Kadambari wants students to know 
looking forward to the rest of the academic 
year that there are grants available to them. 
Students can submit proposals for sustainable 
ideas to benefit the campus to Kadambari at 
adya.kadambari@lawrence.edu or any other 
Sustainability Steering Committee member. 
Grants are available up to $2,000 and are avail-
able to anyone who has a proposal that would 
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 Now that the term is coming to a 
close, you may be thinking about returning 
home or staying on campus. Some worries 
may come to mind such as winter break work 
or what classes you might take next term. You 
might not even have many immediate concerns 
at all and are excited to go back home. But, for 
some students, returning home means pack-
ing away their identities while unpacking the 
holiday decorations, which can make the season 
anything but merry. For example, LGBTQ+ 
students often do not get to spend holidays 
with their significant other(s) for more reasons 
than just COVID-19, which often includes fear 
of violence and excommunication from com-
munities that they had called home for all or a 
portion of their life. Issues that these students 
face are very real, and we should take a moment 
to recognize the difficulties that you or someone 
you may know will experience this year with the 
added limitations of the pandemic and political 
climate.
 Aggression resulting in a hate crime 
is most often directed at individuals’ race, eth-
nicity, religion (18.7 percent), sexual orienta-
tion (16.7 percent), gender identity or disability 
according to Federal Bureau of Investigation 
data with about 60 percent of all reported cases 
involving race and ethnicity (2018). For people 
of color in the United States, the threat of vio-
lence is present and relevant to their daily lives, 
which is protected less away from residence on 
the Lawrence University campus. Additionally, 
LGBTQ+ individuals have historically been 
kicked out of their homes, communities, places 
of worship and fired from their jobs because 
of their gender identity and sexual orientation, 
resulting in an epidemic of homelessness, lack 
of educational attainment and higher rates of 
drug use and suicide. These are just two very 
basic pieces of evidence to show that having 
certain identities can be dangerous or even life-
threatening.
 It is important that these issues are 
explicitly acknowledged to respect the struggle 
individuals with these identities live with every 
day. Colder, wetter, darker days are upon us 
and so too will be the holidays which can make 
life even harder for many. Some problems stem 
from meeting basic needs to the rejection of 
loved ones when a person is brave enough to try 
making a connection. Because of these reasons, 
many who can hide their differences try to do 
so for self-protection if their environment is 
hostile towards their identities. For others who 
cannot hide, they face whatever harsh real-
ity awaits them. If you belong to any of these 
groups, you are seen and you are heard.
 The added stress of social isolation 
and limited physical contact can be hard on all 
of us but make even more of an impact for stu-
dents who relied on these connections to make 
a safer environment for themselves. They have 
found sanctuary in spending the holiday season 
with their friends and chosen families. It is an 
entire world of its own that all the bullies and 
abusers in the world cannot enter with them. 
Since many fewer of those interactions will 
happen this year, such individuals can face a 
significant amount of increased isolation, which 
can then lead to depression, anxiety, risks of the 
hostile environment and maladaptive behav-
iors. Be aware of these consequences.
 To those of unique identities: Going 
back home or staying on campus by yourself 
may be very hard to cope with, but others still 
do care about you. Your identities are still 
important and valued no matter
your situation. You are full of incredible 
strength to acknowledge in yourself first the 
identities you hold, and you are brave even if 
the only place you have shared them is on your 
college campus. You make this world a better 
place. There are resources available to you both 
on and off campus, so do find what you need 
before the transitions about to take place in a 
few weeks. Don’t forget to reach out to those 
you care about for support and to offer support. 
Solidarity and an honest heart are your best 
tools right now. Use them so that you may con-
tinue to grow and learn during your time here 
at Lawrence. You deserve the space to speak 
your mind and to contribute to your communi-
ties.
 To everyone else: Your voice matters 
too. If you do not speak up when you see injus-
tice and discrimination, then you are letting it 
live in your world. Now is your opportunity to 
act with sensitivity, compassion and curiosity. 
Use your voice of the dominant culture to listen 
by giving someone else the chance to be visible. 
The majority voice is powerful, so let it speak 
truths. Learn about groups different from your 
own without injecting a made-up narrative. 
Explore your implicit biases. Educate others 
who might not understand. Allyship can be 
great, if only you let it serve rather than take. 
There is no prize to be won for this work. There 
is much work to be done, but if the majority 
dismantles prejudices of white-supremacy, the 
west’s standard of beauty and more importantly 
of personship, the complex system of exploitive 
powers, then your work will not be for naught. 
You will be helping your fellow human beings 
gain the respect long due to them. So, reach out 
and make that connection.
 This winter break be mindful of 
where you stand. There may be challenges that 
you may not have predicted in your future. That 
does not make you weak; you have a complex 
life with a million little details of evidence that 
you exist. Take the time to learn to cope again. 
Your self-care is important. It may even look 
a bit different this year, so you will need to be 
gentle and forgiving of yourself too. Remember, 
there are people who care about you as a person 
and who also want to see you do great things. 
Find them and keep them close to you for when 
the going gets tough. You will make it.
 This year, do not leave the night 
silent. Check on your vulnerable friends and 
offer a helping hand.
Sincerely,
A Friend
Earlier this week, just before Greece’s lockdown to stymie rising COVID cases, my study abroad pro-
gram had the unique opportunity to go behind the ropes and inside the Parthenon! I’ve visited the 
Acropolis and the Parthenon several times prior, both individually and with classes, but this experi-
ence was truly unique. College Year in Athens (CYA) Professor Robert Pitt, who teaches an archaeol-
ogy course on the topography and monuments of Athens, guided our visit. He taught us about the 
Parthenon, some of its history and about the current reconstruction project, hence the crane and scaf-
folding seen in some photos. The feeling of climbing the giant steps, standing inside the iconic temple 
and touching the marble columns was indescribable. Photos and words do not do it justice, but what I 
can say is that it was awe-inspiring. My time in Athens, and Greece as a whole, has been filled with the 
feeling of stepping back into history while simultaneously being a part of a vibrant modern culture. This 
was the epitome of that feeling: visiting inside Athena’s temple, gazing out at the bustling city through 
the ancient columns, standing right in the center of both history and present day. As we say in Greek, 
τέλεια! (pronounced telia; exclamation meaning “amazing,” “perfect” or “wonderful”)
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Follow our social 
media!
Black and Brown empowerment event
Lawrence Swing Dance Club welcomes 
new comers in open dances 
Juniors Earl Simons and Sarah Navy duet together in front of Warch Campus Center. 





The balminess of the afternoon 
on Saturday, Nov. 7 made for the per-
fect environment to host an outdoor 
event. The Committee on Diversity 
Affairs (CODA)’s event organizers, 
senior Adona Lauriano and fresh-
men Allison Wunderlin and Avery 
Grayton brought together a day full 
of activities to give students a break 
from the stress that the end of the 
term brings. Commenting on the 
organization’s motivation to create 
the event, Lauriano said, “CODA’s 
event coordinating team … worked to 
throw a Black and Brown empower-
ment event for everyone to rejuvenate 
the mind, body and soul. We worked 
with students on campus to guide 
a meditation, provide entertainment 
and lead activities which promote rad-
ical self-love and mindfulness.” The 
afternoon started with a mindfulness 
and meditation session in Somerset 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., where a variety 
of activities were available, including 
coloring, bracelet making and chances 
for reflective conversation. 
This was followed by an outdoor 
music segment. A small stage was set 
up with mics and a sound system in 
front of The Café at Warch Campus 
Center where people could enjoy the 
performance as they passed by on 
their way across campus or stop for a 
while to sit and listen. Many audience 
members even got food from The Café 
to snack on while they sat. People 
were scattered along the ground in 
front of the stage and in the grass, as 
well as on the steps of the quad houses 
nearby. 
The performances were sched-
uled from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. and varied 
between music and spoken word poet-
ry. Senior Awa Badiane introduced 
each of the performances. Some famil-
iar upperclassmen faces came back to 
the stage, but the event also brought 
lots of newer talent from freshmen 
like Monique Johnson, Diego Leon 
and Allison Wunderlin, who haven’t 
had as many chances to showcase 
their talents this year. 
The afternoon show started off 
with spoken word poetry, and the 
setlist from there contained a pleas-
ant mixture of a variety of genres. It 
wound between covers of Childish 
Gambino on the guitar, poems about 
what it means to be Black and uku-
lele songs to spiritual music and pop 
music alike from a duo of juniors 
Sarah Navy on vocals and Earl Simons 
on horn. There were also original 
pieces from other students, such 
as junior George Media and senior 
Daniel Green that delighted and 
moved everyone involved. Each artist 
performed with ease despite whatever 
nerves they were feeling. 
On a day like this, it was easy 
to hearken back to the warm spring 
LUaroo days where the campus gath-
ered together to take part in and cel-
ebrate the talents of our peers, but this 
isn’t spring, and it was rather unusual 
for a day in November when it is usu-
ally much colder by now. It was easy 
to tell that the audience felt rejuve-
nated by all of it. The opportunity to 
see live music outside in the sun may 
likely be one of the last of its kind that 
we see this term.
 To top off the trio of events 
for the day, after the performances 
were over, CODA invited students 
to the Mudd Library plaza to have 





“Borat Subsequent Moviefim,” 
2020, directed by Jason Woliner — 
3.5/5 Stars
The first “Borat” was shock-
ing and over-the-top. Sacha Baron 
Cohen’s unscripted, part-real, part-
mockumentary film left audiences 
slack-jawed, stunned and hungry for 
more. Despite the attention it got, 
the movie’s sheer vulgarity may have 
skewed its intended message of mock-
ing American stupidity and xenopho-
bia. Those unfamiliar with “Borat” 
may think of the original film as some-
thing on par with “South Park” or 
“Family Guy” — raunchy humor with 
no real purpose, only as an attempt 
to get a reaction out of audiences. 
The real beauty of 2006’s “Borat,” 
though, was that the butt of the joke 
was never the goofy Kazakhstani jour-
nalist, but the racist, sexist, antise-
mitic fools who he interviewed. “Borat 
Subsequent Moviefilm” doesn’t quite 
have that same shock value, but it 
keeps the same spirit of mocking 
American traditionalism and intol-
erance, something that feels much-
needed after four years in the age of 
Trump. Be warned, spoilers up ahead. 
Rather than focusing on the rela-
tionship between Borat and his pro-
ducer Azamat, who was unfortunately 
turned into a chair by the fictional 
Kazakhstani government, the sequel 
introduces us to Borat’s daughter, 
Tutar. Borat’s plan to make up for 
humiliating the nation of Kazakhstan 
with his first film is to deliver Tutar as 
a gift to Vice President Mike Pence. As 
a practice run, the two attend a debu-
tante ball in Texas, where they per-
form their traditional “fertility dance,” 
which involved Tutar showing the ball 
attendees the menstrual blood cover-
ing her legs and dress as she danced. 
This scene feels the most like the 
original “Borat,” hilariously cringe-
worthy and pushing the envelope on 
disgusting awkwardness. 
The film really starts to ramp 
up when Baron Cohen walks into 
the Conservative Political Action 
Conference (CPAC) wearing a Klan 
robe as something to “blend in.” 
When he’s escorted out of CPAC by 
security after offering his daughter to 
Pence, Borat decides to reassess. He 
decides to instead offer his daughter 
to Rudy Giuliani, leading us to the 
now-infamous scene where Giuliani 
reaches into his pants while sitting in 
a hotel room with Tutar, only to be 
interrupted by Borat in a leotard and 
wig. Hilarious and horrifying, this is 
probably the film’s peak. 
While it’s fun to point and laugh 
at these public figures, the movie also 
features a fair amount of heart to give 
us a break from the overwhelming 
idiocy. This earnestness doesn’t come 
from Borat, but from the people he 
torments with his antics. When he 
walks into a synagogue wearing a 
horrendously offensive costume of a 
Jewish person, two older women take 
the opportunity to educate him about 
acceptance and their experience in the 
Holocaust. When Tutar stays with a 
babysitter while Borat runs errands, 
the babysitter tries to teach her about 
her self-worth and agency. 
What’s particularly impressive 
about this sequel’s production is the 
team’s ability to rework the script 
around the coronavirus pandemic in 
the U.S., which didn’t reach its height 
until well after shooting had begun. 
The virus is cleverly woven into the 
story, and it’s hard to tell that it was 
a last-minute change to account for 
current events. 
The last thing worth mentioning 
is Maria Bakalova’s incredible perfor-
mance. Baron Cohen is hard to match 
in his insane gutsiness while pulling 
his stunts, but she does so fantasti-
cally, especially in potentially danger-
ous situations like the hotel room with 
Giuliani.
Overall, “Borat Subsequent 
Moviefim” isn’t as good as the first 
and won’t have audiences quite as in 
awe, but it’s still well-worth watching, 
even if just to see Rudy Giuliani act 
like a creepy, disgusting buffoon.
“Borat Subsequent Moviefilm,” 
starring Sacha Baron Cohen and 
Maria Bakalova, can be watched right 





This term, the Lawrence Swing 
Dance club (LSD) has made a chal-
lenging but creative transition from 
their usual traditional partnered swing 
dancing to a new practice of socially-
distant line dancing to accommodate 
Lawrence safety guidelines during the 
pandemic. Through these efforts, as 
well as others including hosting social 
events such as virtual movie nights, 
the organization has attracted a wide 
variety of participants ranging in year, 
dance background and interest.
LSD holds weekly practices 
at 3:30 p.m. on Saturdays in the 
Somerset Room in Warch Campus 
Center, during which time they learn 
line dance recreations of classic swing 
dances such as the Charleston, the 
Shim Sham and the Tranky Doo. 
During the Nov. 7 session, the dances 
were primarily instructed by sopho-
more Patience Garcia with leader-
ship from junior Macy Veto. The pair 
led an enthusiastic group of about 
15 students through the repetitions 
slowly at first, checking in with their 
participants until they worked their 
way up to a full speed in-time run- 
through with the accompanying big 
band music.
Among the enthusiastic and 
diligent members of LSD are a large 
group of dedicated freshmen, who 
Veto estimated comprise slightly more 
than half of the 20-student organiza-
tion. Freshmen Lauren Chamberlain 
and Pearl Sikora shared that they 
learned about the group via the vir-
tual activity fair Flipgrid shared at the 
beginning of the term and had hoped 
to get involved with some sort of in-
person participation, especially while 
acclimating to Lawrence. They have 
routinely attended every Saturday 
practice and stated that it has been a 
very welcoming environment and has 
been a good way to be safely involved 
in the in-person events on campus 
they craved. Many other students 
echoed their sentiment that it has 
been a great distraction from Zoom 
fatigue and the pressures of starting 
college in the midst of a global pan-
demic.
A significant factor in the cre-
ation of the welcoming LSD environ-
ment participants love so much is 
the organization’s willingness to wel-
come dancers from any background 
or skill level as well as its devotion to 
cultivating community. Junior Gaby 
Hernandez-Gonzalez, who records 
many of the videos shared on the 
organization’s Facebook in addition 
to participating herself, has a back-
ground in ballet that she explained 
was quite difficult to transition to 
the style of swing, but such a drastic 
stylistic change has also been very 
rewarding for her experimentally. 
Meanwhile, fellow junior Spencer 
Sweeny contributed that she had very 
little dance experience prior to joining 
LSD, and the organization has been a 
fun and accepting environment to try 
it out and improve her skills among 
friends. 
LSD’s emphasis certainly lies in a 
love of dance, creativity and the com-
munity it creates rather than a com-
petitive or intimidating environment. 
Veto encourages anyone who wants 
to get involved with LSD to send her 
or sophomore Miles Cochran-Branson 
an email at macy.m.veto@lawrence.
edu or miles.g.cochran-branson@
lawrence.edu for more informa-
tion. Otherwise, videos, information 









11/13 4 p.m. Fiber Arts 
and Chat, Zoom
11/13 7 p.m. Student 
recital: Jelani Jones, 
violin, Zoom
11/14 1 p.m. 
Composition Studio 
Recital Watch Party, 
Zoom
11/13 & 11/14 3 p.m. The 
Misanthrope, Zoom
11/14 2 p.m. Yoga for 
Musicians, Zoom
11/14 3:30 p.m.  LU 
Swing Club Distanced 
Line Dance, Somerset
11/14 5 p.m. Diwali 
Celebration, Somerset
11/14 5 p.m. Student 
saxophone recital: Alyssa 
Kuss, Zoom
11/15 8 p.m.  Student 
recital: Lili (Shirley) Xu, 
piano, Zoom
11/17 12:30 p.m. Dance 
Series: Lower Left in 
Ensemble Thinking, Zoom
11/19 7 p.m. Student 
recital: Isabella Andries, 
piano, Zoom
11/20 7 p.m. SOUP 
presents “Board and 
Brush”, Somerset












So, this year has been weird. 
In the last seven months, many of 
us have spent more time alone than 
ever before, and as much as arts and 
entertainment can be a great way 
to bond in person, they are just as 
important when we’re stuck in our 
rooms. This term, I’m going to be ask-
ing Lawrentians what piece of art or 
media has gotten them through quar-
antine, what captured their imagi-
nation or made them feel less alone 
during these hard times. From the 
silly reasons to the serious ones, what 
is it and why is it important to them?
Reality TV really took over the 
early months of quarantine. Who 
amongst us didn’t watch the first sea-
son of “Love is Blind” or struggle 
to understand the accents on “Love 
Island?” There were certain reality TV 
standouts over the past seven months 
we have been cooped up in our houses 
and dorm rooms. Over a bonfire down 
by Sustainable Lawrence University 
Garden (SLUG) last Friday night, 
senior Audrey Dalum described her 
love for a lesser known reality pro-
gram called “100 Humans,” which 
released its first season on Netflix very 
early on in the pandemic.
“It’s like a giant social experi-
ment where they got 100 humans 
together and, like, would divide the 
group by generations, male versus 
female and a couple of other things 
too, and from there, they tested things 
like [which] sex is better at memoriza-
tion and which generation is better 
at problem-solving.” Netflix played 
Dalum a trailer, and as someone who 
is interested in psychology and human 
interaction, she was quickly drawn 
in. “I think it’s cool because it’s a 
really fun way of getting life’s ques-
tions answered,” she says. And it’s not 
just the big questions. Dalum elabo-
rated, “There’s this one where they 
ask people which way they wipe, like, 
do you go back to front? Forward to 
back? Do you stand? Do you sit? And 
it’s, like, I’ve always wanted to know 
these answers, but I’ve never wanted 
to ask.” 
In a time of such uncertainty, 
getting answers to the littlest mys-
teries in life was a great comfort to 
Dalum. “Everything was changing so 
fast every day, and then all of a sudden 
here were [answers] — not concrete 
answers, but they were like, here’s 
the data that we observed after asking 
these interesting questions, and that 
was cool to see. They ask questions 
about what the best time to be alive is 
and, in a time where there is so much 
talk of death, that was really interest-
ing. Like, apparently you’re happiest 
in your 20s and at retirement age, 
and then in the middle it just kind 
of sucks.” She also mentions how it 
was weird to witness 100 people in 
the same enclosed area. “I look at 
that now and I’m like, ‘that’s crazy!’” 
exclaims Dalum.
While it dabbles in experiments, 
the show is not a peer-reviewed psy-
chology paper, so Dalum makes it 
clear that the tests are all for enter-
tainment. “It’s not scientific at all, and 
to watch it, you’ve got to realize that 
and take it all in good fun and with a 
grain of salt.” The show is hosted by 
three comedians, and the spirit of it 
is very much, “We have 100 humans, 
and we can mess with them however 
we want to.” Dalum explains that the 
hosts act very much as a conduit for 
the viewer, observing the “humans” as 
they are referred to, joking about the 
questions and experiments and even 
placing bets on the results.
Dalum’s best pitch for the show, 
however, was in a brief description of 
one of the challenges, wherein women 
and men were challenged to explain 
the rules of tic-tac-toe to someone in 
an effort to see which sex uses more 
words to explain the same concept. 
“There was this one man who total-
ly out performed everyone else and 
started to sing a song to this guy about 
how to play tic-tac-toe. I just need you 
to go look up ‘100 Humans tic-tac-
toe song.’” She laughed just thinking 
about the whole thing. What seems to 
be Dalum’s favorite aspect about the 
show is its inherent humanity and the 
unique personalities that get to shine 
through.
It’s a quick watch — only eight 
episodes, and from what Audrey 
Dalum says, it’s a genuine comfort. 
Seeing a bunch of different people 
doing weird things, finding weird 
answers and enjoying each other’s 
company on a quirky reality show is 




This past Monday, Nov. 9, 
Hannah Foote performed her junior 
recital for a small select audience. 
Though most of her performance was 
on piano, she started her recital with 
a short speech about how some may 
interpret her performance.
Cognizant of the times, Foote 
told the audience that she did not 
have a preference for the way anyone 
listening chose to enjoy the perfor-
mance, whether that be live or virtu-
ally. She encouraged both listening 
for the artistic decisions she chose to 
make or listening passively as back-
ground music. Foote was aware of 
the current stress of the pandemic, 
as well as it nearing the end of Fall 
Term, and wanted her recital to be a 
welcome break.
After her short introduction on 
listening styles, she introduced her 
first song, which was a work by Bach. 
This composition was characterized 
by its cascading notes moving up and 
down the scale. Foote was sure to 
emphasize certain notes, which gave 
her performance a certain original-
ity and personalness that can be hard 
to find in performances of classi-
cal music. The piece had an upbeat 
nature due to it airing on the higher 
side of the scale. That being said, it did 
not strictly stay in a high octave and 
made use of the entire range of notes 
available on the piano. 
The second piece performed can 
best be defined by its ability to slow 
down as the notes got lower then 
subsequently speed up as the notes 
worked their way up the scale. The 
slower, low notes seemed almost as 
if Foote was improvising on the spot, 
while the faster-paced, high notes 
were far more melodic and defined. 
The combination of the fast- and slow-
paced sections of this song accumu-
lated into a gorgeous work of music 
that was performed flawlessly. Foote 
embraced the slow parts of the song 
and seemed to be in no rush to get 
through these parts of the piece that 
some might not have the patience for.
A notable part of Foote’s perfor-
mance was a song she played in the 
latter half of her recital. Again, it con-
tained slower, more reserved sections 
but also crescendoed into a spree of 
high notes. This song could also be 
characterized by its fast trilling of high 
notes during these crescendos. Not 
only was the trilling extremely mov-
ing, it also exemplified Foote’s tech-
nique and proficiency on the piano. 
Foote’s final song showcased 
an enormous amount of skill on her 
instrument. Every key she pressed 
was carefully calculated. She played 
her way through the piece flawlessly 
and truly showed how capable of a 
musician she is. 
At times, it seemed the muddled 
notes were an accident, but their over-
lapping nature only contributed to the 
song’s beauty. Just like some of her 
song’s crescendos, her performance 
also ended with one. Her hands 
moved over the piano with ease as she 
played her final song. Foote seemed 
quite content with her performance of 
the song, if not her entire recital.
After the completion of her final 
song, Foote stood up from the bench 
and took a bow. She was greeted with 
a round of applause that seemed 
impossible for the small audience to 
produce. Foote’s performance was live 
streamed and is available through the 
Lawrence Vimeo page. As she stated 
at the beginning of her recital, it is 
perfect for not only deep listening, but 
also a passive kind of listening, even 
as pleasant background noise.
Student Organization University Planning brought Jose Barrientos to campus to raise 
student spirits.
Photo by Pei Robins.
Photo Feature:
SOUP Presents: Comedian Jose Barrientos
Junior Hannah Foote performs in Harper Hall.
Photo by Pei Robins.
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not be more than 350 words.
Staff Editorial:
Take care of yourselves
The opinions expressed in The Lawrentian are those of the students, faculty and community members who wrote them. All 
facts are as provided by the authors. The Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece except for the staff editorial, which 
represents a majority of the editorial board. The Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit their own opinions using the pa-





Oh, the places you’ll go, Joe
  All the f*ckery done by 
The Lawrentian:
 Note: Yes, we realize our section is largely 
a bunch of white or white-proximate people, but 
shit is shit regardless and needs to be called out for 
what it is.
 “Racists end up aging like cottage cheese, and 
there is a burden and tons of intellectual labor that 
goes along with waking racists up to their bullshit, 
which isn’t the responsibility or duty of a Brown 
woman like me.” - A
 Through this piece, the Opinions and 
Editorials Section of The Lawrentian intends to:
Critique, and hold The Lawrentian accountable 
for its heinous practices that have hurt the student 
body, especially its most marginalized students. We 
intend to propose a set of action items that should 
be under constant revision and should consistently 
evolve as the needs of students do. We welcome 
criticism, input and scrutiny, as these are ongoing 
issues that require constant collaboration.
 
These practices include but are not limited to:
 ●Prioritizing the perspective of LU admin-
istration when covering stories on demonstrations, 
racism, issues on diversity and much more over 
that of students. We don’t think we need to remind 
anyone of how power dynamics work and who has 
power, agency and rights in spaces and how that is 
portrayed in writing, especially at a Predominantly 
White Institution (PWI)...
 ●Inaccurately portraying events of LU’s POC 
student community such as Cultural Expressions, 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day, MLK DAY, Black History 
Month, Native American Heritage Month, etc. 
 ●Sidelining articles written by Indigenous 
students by placing them in the Features Section of 
     Before I get into this article, I’d 
like to congratulate you on making 
it to the end of this term, be you stu-
dent, staff or civilian. The term was a 
bugger enough for me, and I have a 
stable home environment with plenti-
ful resource access and time, so I can 
only imagine what some of y’all have 
been through to make it this far. So, 
cheers to you; well done!
     For my final article of the term 
and the last of this series covering 
the election, I think it prudent to 
look first to what is still outstanding: 
President Trump’s concession of the 
race. While he has every right to air 
his grievances of vote fraud and irreg-
ularity in court, his taking to Twitter 
to rant about how there is a vast con-
spiracy to rob him of the election is 
untoward and quite possibly the most 
damaging thing to the republic he has 
yet done whilst in office. No small 
accomplishment, that.
     If there is fraud, which there is 
almost undoubtedly some — and by 
“some” I mean a few votes here and 
there — in an election wherein 150 
million people voted, Trump and 
his team must prove the fraud and 
prove it altered the race’s result, not 
conspiracy-monger without evidence 
beyond hearsay. 
     I think Andy McCarthy of 
“National Review” said it best, “On 
the matter of vote fraud, there is law, 
and there are facts. We’ll hear plenty 
about fraud, but we’ll have to remind 
ourselves to ask: Did it make a dif-
ference? Even if the Trump campaign 
has potential claims in law, they will 
collapse if, as a matter of fact, they 
would not affect the outcome of the 
race.” 
     So should the Trump campaign 
be able to prove there was undoubt-
edly voter fraud in Georgia, but it 
amounts to seven illegal votes, then 
it matters not, as the result is still the 
same, with Biden winning the state, 
albeit with seven fewer votes. I think 
Biden would be okay with that. 
     In conclusion, Trump, let your 
lawyers do the talking and come cor-
rect with evidence; otherwise, dust 
off the ol’ IBM electronic typewriter 
and get to knocking out that conces-
sion speech. While it’s not a constitu-
tional requirement to concede, only 
to have your stuff moved out of the 
White House by Inauguration Day, 
it would be much nicer for everyone 
if Trump would ... which probably 
means he won’t. Oy vey.
     Let’s take a minute to discuss los-
ing elections and the fictions of both 
the Left and Right in the aftermath 
of such events. I’m sure you’ve heard 
from your right-leaning MAGA uncle 
or grandparent or whomever about 
how elections are stolen by dead 
people voting in Chicago or mysteri-
ous car trunks full of ballots that just 
appear from the ether. These are the 
favored myths of the Right, and they 
have real purchase. 
     However, the Left has its strain of 
electoral failure myth, and it is one 
of “voter suppression” and “foreign 
interference.” In her failed campaign 
for the governorship of Georgia, Stacy 
Abrams trafficked heavily in the myth 
of suppression. She went so far as to 
claim that she was the rightful gover-
nor of Georgia well after the election. 
      Now she comes to find out that 
if she helps people register — some 
800 k — then things might go Dem’s 
way.  Hillary did much the same with 
naming “foreign interference” as the 
reason the presidency was stolen 
from her. I’m sorry, but weak Russian 
memes on Facebook aren’t what lost 
Hillary that election. 
     It was entirely her odious self that 
interfered with getting elected. Again, 
see the point above: just because 
something happens — voter sup-
pression, illegal votes, etc. — doesn’t 
mean it matters if the race results are 
imperceptibly altered on the margin. 
I’m not saying don’t look for tom-
foolery; please do take it to court, but 
temper expectations of its impact.
     I say all of this as a reminder to 
both myself and you, good reader, 
that it is always easier to blame 
hijinks and bad actors than to accept 
that our candidate was not the pre-
ferred option. We put all of this time, 
emotion and passion into backing a 
candidate, and it hurts like all get-out 
when the electorate rejects them. Far 
easier and more soothing is it to lash 
out with fictions than to accept the 
results. May we act like adults even if 
our leaders do not. 
      But enough of that. Let us look 
forward, you and I, into the bright 
sunlit uplands of a Biden presi-
dency — mostly lit by the reflection 
from his teeth. Side note: Fake or 
not, we must now be in the midst 
of the three consecutively brightest 
presidential smiles between Obama, 
Trump and Biden — nevermind the 
latter two having fake teeth — George 
Washington must be hella jealous. 
     I was speaking with my uncle — an 
emeritus professor of political science 
at the University of Rochester with 
whom I often spar, as our political 
views are (perhaps not shockingly) 
opposed — about what is to come. He 
asked me what I might look for from 
a Biden administration, given the 
Senate is almost certainly going to be 
51/49 or greater in the GOP’s favor. 
     My quick answer was, “Nothing, 
and thankfully so.” I don’t want any-
thing to be done at the federal level, 
as a general rule, so I am quite con-
tent with a split congress and a weak 
president. 
      Facetiousness aside, though, 
there are a few items I think that 
could conceivably be passed, which 
would be beneficial. For instance, it 
seems almost certain that Biden will 
rejoin the Paris Climate Agreement. 
Congress should approve agreements 
with foreign governments, but our 
presidents are viewed as nigh-on 
monarchical, so Biden will probably 
just sign us up and hope to ram it 
through Congress some other time. 
     All of this to say, if you’re hoping 
for progress on the climate change 
policy front, I think the best we can 
do is quit subsidies to coal and get on 
the natural gas and nuclear train. 
     “Hwut?” you might be saying. I get 
it; neither of those are fowl-fricassee-
ing windmills or fickle solar panels, 
so they don’t count as an improve-
ment. But they are. I know incre-
mentalism isn’t sexy, but doing the 
least harm while adjusting our energy 
production is most likely to see per-
manent success. 
     The Biden administration should 
sit down and figure out a 50 or 100-
year plan to go from our current 
energy production to these interme-
diary and reliable producers to the 
This term seems to have left everyone far more exhausted than any other in recent memory. From 
the added stress of online classes to the severe lack of social interaction that helps keep us pushing in 
the late weeks of every term, the whole student population seems to be running low on fumes. And 
because of that, we, as an editorial board, would just like to say: hang in there. 
Even in normal times, Lawrence is a stressful place. Many students are extremely involved in aca-
demics, clubs, sports and just trying to have a social life. However, this term, it is even worse thanks to 
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and a very stressful election. If that wasn’t enough, this term we lost 
our reading period, a time many students utilize to rest and recover. 
With all this in mind and so many other factors at play, for many of us, it has become increasingly 
difficult to actually take care of ourselves. Back when things were “normal,” this wasn’t particularly 
easy either. Let’s be honest, almost all of us have fallen victim to the infamous Lawrence Busy -- brag-
ging about how few hours of sleep we have gotten or the debilitating amount of homework we have. 
But, now, messages about self-care and drawing boundaries seem to be coming from every Zoom call 
and embedded in every one of the million emails.
 All of these messages beg the question: how does one actually implement these practices? 
Well, first of all, we must remember to avoid perfectionism in self-care. Learning to celebrate small vic-
tories, sometimes as small as just getting out of bed in the morning, can pave the way to future growth. 
Strive to concentrate on improving your successes rather than agonizing over mistakes. We came to 
Lawrence to learn, and one lesson that we seem to be consistently tested on is learning to take care of 
ourselves. 
A helpful reminder to yourself might be that, especially in this stressful time, you cannot really fail. 
“Failure” is just a learning opportunity. We have all heard this before, but it is especially true when it 
comes to school. We are all here for a common purpose: to educate ourselves and become more self-
sufficient and confident. Take time every day or every time you start an assignment to remind yourself 
that this is an opportunity and not a life-and-death challenge; you need not go into fight or flight mode 
when the last thing we all need is more stress.
All students on campus are dealing with a confusing environment that would normally, and 
to some extent still does, promote socializing. However, it also promotes distance and isolation. 
Reconciling these two truths is difficult, but at least it is something that we, as Lawrentains, can know 
we're not alone in. Just like Freshman Studies, this experience is something we can look back on and 
reminisce about; whether it be through tears or laughter, this is certainly a time that will bind us to 
each other for the rest of our lives. 
Students residing off campus are certainly not exempt from these added stressors either and are 
even facing other, possibly more unique, ones. Living off-campus can mean a lot of things: sleeping in 
your childhood bedroom, renting an apartment for the first time, and likely a lot of uncertainty. These 
circumstances are not what we expected when we applied to an almost entirely residential college, and 
they certainly aren’t ideal.
Regardless of your living situation this term, it’s important to at least try to be kind to yourself. 
Forgive yourself for sleeping later than you intended. Wear those comfy pants. Close the screen and log 
off of Zoom. As President Burstein likes to say, “Do well and be well.” This term, that might just mean 
being gentle with yourself and striving to do the best you can given the circumstances.
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Get in losers, we are going to be doing some real work:
 “Let us word this in a more digestible way for you: Get your life together, binch.”
 Here’s a model for how The Lawrentian needs to function moving forward in light of its poisonous practices of the past and 
present. This is a living set of ideas, meaning it should be under constant change, scrutiny and revision. Action items should reflect the 
needs of students. Action items must be fulfilled if The Lawrentian plans to maintain its relevance. 
 ●In light of criticism, especially criticism towards The Lawrentian’s bullshit practices, the editorial board needs to own up to 
itself and apologize adequately.
  — Adequate apologies shouldn’t ask for forgiveness or clamour for good PR, but should instead cite specific examples of 
the newspaper’s wrongdoings alongside concrete ideas for reconciling and advancing beyond those wrongdoings.
 ●Anti-racist work needs to call for anti-racist training rather than, say, implicit bias training that gives off the good feelings of 
progress without the meaningful work of sacrifice, self-reflection and change.
 ●Look for outside educators that specialize in anti-racist, decolonial and social justice work that is specific to journalism and 
media. Invest in this training every news cycle with that big budget you receive from LUCC :) 
 ●Ask your writers, photographers and peers what they would like to learn about as they go through this process of unlearning. 
There are a lot of structures and complexities to learn about and pick at that we have ALL internalized, so make sure to mix it up. 
 ●Make it clear that every student perspective and experience is valued, respected and supported in the language used by writers 
and in the placement of the pieces that highlight these experiences
 ●Get away from those harmful stereotypes that are attributed to BIPOC individuals. Make sure you are representing them in the 
best light. Ask yourself, how am I representing the narratives of these groups in my piece? Am I exploiting the intellect of these groups 
or persons in my piece? Where should these articles be placed? Am I potentially reducing these persons to harmful stereotypes? Am I 
tokenizing these individuals? Would I want to be represented in this way in a written and published piece? 
 ●The Lawrentian must be beholden and accountable to the student body so that, when it commits actions that hurts its margin-
alized students, the editorial board cannot walk away scot-free without committing to change.
 ●Publicly rebut The Lawrentian’s inadequate response, published in the staff editorial of October 30th, 2020, to ongoing criti-
cism directed toward it and its editorial board. Be specific when addressing the collective and ongoing B.S. that was inherited, polished 
and perpetuated by current and past editorial boards and Lawrentian staff. 
 ●Platform marginalized voices at The Lawrentian, especially as those represented by various diversity organizations, who work 
hard to make Lawrence a better place for its marginalized students, are often left unacknowledged or completely ignored.
 ●Celebrate the work of diversity organizations and give them recognition outside of the holidays given by old white men in their 
performative attempt at social justice reform. 
  — Are you ensuring that this is how diversity organizations want to be portrayed? Are you asking them? 
 ●Work with CODA, Dr. Bell and LUCC to implement ethical hiring practices, anti-racist training, inclusive and equitable policies 
and standards and invest funding into hiring BIPOC as part of the editorial board and trainings for all staff.
 ●Discussing these issues in The Lawrentian should not just be limited to the Opinions and Editorials section. 
 ●Essentially, is The Lawrentian ensuring that BIPOC individuals and diversity organizations have shared authorship rights? 
Especially within the pieces that attempt to represent them? 
  — If not, really ask why that is. Training? Rules? The Lawrentian is apparently only beholden to the student body, so if 
that’s the case, then change the rules, change the standards. Following a procedure is NEVER more important than students ability to 
authentically and freely express themselves and their experiences.
 ●Do not ever think this work is done. It is not done.
 The Lawrentian is cool we guess… but imagine how much cooler it will be when we actually get to work? An anti-racist, decolo-
nized, ethical and equitable Lawrentian sounds sexy (insert drool emoji here). Once again, this should be a collaborative project. The 
Lawrentian is not trusted to conduct this work on its own and must seek out the assistance of student governance and administrative 
governance officials to ensure that these action steps are completed moving forward. Lawrence University also has limited resources 
in terms of the trainings we offer for “diversity and inclusion,” so The Lawrentian needs to seek out the assistance of educators that 
are experts in anti-racist training that is specific to media. Moving forward, it is the intention of the Op-Ed section to welcome the 
feedback of students on these matters. It was our intention to make sure this wasn’t just another sad attempt at addressing racism, dis-
crimination and all of the other uglies. We hope that this was serious, possibly humorous, and most importantly showcased that this is 
a DEAL-BREAKER. So, please, before we break up with you: GET YOUR LIFE TOGETHER, BINCH.
 
With love xoxo the one and only gossip folks at the Op-Ed section. 
all places (LIKE WTF), relegating Indigeneity to a mere sideshow or prop and robbing Lawrentian-sanctioned coverage of Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day of front-page dignity.
 — This was supposedly a “nuanced” and “difficult” decision to make, but, in reality, it was a choice to prioritise the “rules” and 
practices of a student-run newspaper over the actual students of LUNA. The Lawrentian shouldn’t have to wait for people to speak out 
against these actions to understand their discriminatory underpinnings.
 ●Dismissing criticism of the newspaper’s practices, refusing to specifically and intentionally address racist, anti-Black and dis-
criminatory behavior. Often using passive language to vaguely and indirectly address issues that have been called out and sweeping 
said issues under the rug. 
 ●Largely conducting internal hiring practices which perpetuate inequality through systems of nepotistic opportunity, which 
ignore marginalized students’ voices.
 ●Assigning writers to cover events like Cultural Expressions and Indigenous People’s day without having attended them person-
ally.
 ●Failing to properly educate writers and the editorial board on genuinely how to conduct anti-racist work that efficiently decolo-
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Oh, the places 
you’ll go, Joe
continued from page 10
Corrections
November 13, 2020
What song/artist is getting you through the term?







“When I Get There - Peter 
Cottontail.”
— Bronwyn Earthman





— Sterling Clarke Ambrosius
“The Prodigy.”
— Estil Cameron Strawn
“‘Masked Singer Performance’ - 
Wendy Williams.”
— Oryan Brown
eventual renewables. While the nukes 
are humming along, we can improve 
our existing designs for the energy of 
the future, along with bettering the 
batteries that will be required for the 
fluctuating outputs of those air and 
solar mediums. 
     Title IX is another area ripe for 
improvement. I maintain that cam-
pus administrators are not equipped 
to handle what are, in effect, criminal 
proceedings. The amount of success-
ful lawsuits against universities for 
their failure to properly conduct these 
investigations, which so often turned 
into mockeries of justice, is evidence 
enough that schools should hand 
these matters over to civil authorities. 
      What does a dean or provost 
know of law? These accusations are 
serious, life-changing and permanent 
and should afford a commensurate, 
impartial hearing. I doubt this will be 
the tack the Biden administration will 
take, but it would be nice if they did.
     As for foreign policy, I’m not sure 
what to expect from Biden beyond 
joining the Paris Climate Agreement. 
What I’d like to see is the status quo 
through the end of the pandemic, 
a roll-back on tariffs and a pointed 
response to China’s abuse of the 
Uighur population, along with some 
repercussions for China’s early cover-
up of the pandemic. 
     The roll-out of the COVID-19 vac-
cine will be an initial test of his abili-
ties to balance national interest with 
demand from foreign leaders. He 
hasn’t said enough for me to know 
what exactly he has in mind for much 
else, so I’ll wait and see. 
     The final, reasonable-for-the-
political-realities item I hope to see 
from Biden is some flim-flamming 
quiet. He won — as far as we can tell, 
pre-electoral vote — because he is not 
Donald Trump. Trump loved atten-
tion; may Biden eschew the limelight 
at every turn. 
      I hope he plays a lot of golf, takes 
long naps and turns the White House 
into the boujie-est assisted living 
facility this side of the Florida bor-
der. If something needs to be said, 
just have Kamala do it. The “Yass 
queen” quota will be fulfilled for the 
Twitterati, and Biden needn’t rouse 
himself from his pudding cup dinner 
date with Bernie. 
      In the words of Porky Pig, “That’s 
all folks.” I hope you’ve enjoyed 
Fariba’s and my thoughts through-
out this term. It was a pleasure to 
write to you all in the pages of The 
Lawrentian. Thank you to those 
who reached out with comments and 
e-mails; they are always appreciated. 
      May your finals be final, your 
travels safe and wherever you call 
home be warm in spirit and tempera-
ture. As ever, if you wish to agree or 
disagree with anything I’ve written, 
or you just want to shoot the political 
breeze, contact me at abell@law-
rence.edu. Cheers!
In the CODA article published last 
week, we incorrectly labelled the list 
of Concerns and Recommendations 
as a list of “demands.” We are sorry 
for this mislabelling and recognize 
the importance of this word choice in 
continuing conversations such as the 
one between CODA and the admin-
istration. Their collaborative work is 
ongoing and to label their concerns 
and recommendations as demands 
erases the importance of that conver-
sation. 
The photo of Nick Muellner’s recital 
in last week’s publication was incor-
rectly attributed to Pei Robins. The 
photo was actually taken by Sebastian 
Evans.
